82                                PLAISTED
we afterwards killed an antilope1. We pitched our tents an
hour before sunset. Fifteen days1 journey from Busserah.
July the loth. We were in motion by two in the morning,
our camels having been two days without water and having
met with little to eat. Our road all the way wras stony and
rocky, among hills or rather mountains; we passed through
defiles where only two could go abreast2. The soil in some
places was good red and yellow oker. About nine in the
morning we were got through the very worst of them; wrhen
we perceived a wall with an arched door3, which seemed to
be but lately built. Near this place there was good water,
where the Bagdad caravan let their camels drink; but we
proceeded about a mile farther to other wells4, where we
encamped about ten in the morning. The soldiers renewed
their demand for money, but with the same success as before.
Fifteen [should be sixteen] days' journey from Busserah.
July the nth. We continued still in our camp.
July the izth. We proceeded on our journey an hour
before sunrise; and our road for the first two hours lay over
a stony hill, after which we entered into a champain country
with gravel and shrubs. This lasted till two in the afternoon,
when we entered a flat valley which abounded with shrubs
and patches of high grass5. This continued till we encamped,
vvhich was about five in the afternoon, with a design to let
the camels feed. Days' journey from Busserah sixteen and
a half.
July the i^th. We began our march about three in the
morning, and soon perceived the valley to enlarge into a plain,
which was the most fertile of any part of the desert we had
1 Probably gazelle, it is very doubtful that the Arabian Oryx ever
ranged as far north as this.
a The hill country to the S. of El Qaim on the Euphrates. Rousseau
notes it (op. dt. p. 131).
a There is no other mention of this.
4  Teixeira is the only other traveller who watered hereabouts. He found
the three wells of Muy el Mecenah or Methenah in a channel surrounded
by hills.
5  This must be the lower portion of that big drainage from the North
Syrian Desert, which enters the Euphrates at Abu Kemal, the Wadi
Rathqa.  Nearly all travellers were struck by its size; Teixeira noted it
as * a ravine and channel of a wondrous great watercourse,*